MIRI LADIES OPEN SOFTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 2011 

RULES & REGULATIONS 
The following rules and regulations shall govern all teams and individuals playing under the jurisdiction of the Miri Baseball and Softball Association. MBSA reserves the right to make any rule modifications and/or other changes during the course of the tournament whenever it deemed such action fair, necessary and proper to ensure smooth progress of the tournament. 

General 
1. This tournament shall be called Miri Ladies Open Softball Championship and is open to only Ladies teams within the region. 

2. Any players, managers or coaches banned by MBSA will not be allowed to play or officiate in the tournament, please officially write to the Chairman on the details of banned players. 

3. All teams agreeing to compete in this tournament shall abide by the rules and regulations governing the competition and the organizer reserves the right to disqualify or exclude any team from further competition in the tournament if found to have breached any of these Rules & Regulations. 

4. The International Softball Federation Rules 2010-2013 Fast Pitch rules applies unless otherwise superseded by any of the rules & regulations stated herein. 

5. Common tops with numbers is compulsory and It is encouraged that teams use uniformed softball pants. 

6. Each team is requiring having their First Aid Kit. 

7. Organizers will only provide 1 ball for every game. Each team must also provide 1 official game ball (Dudley Thunder Heat ASA FP or Mizuno 150 yellow Red Stitch). Total: 3 official game balls per game. 

Prizes 
Champion will receive: 

 Champion trophy 

 20 medals 

Runner-Up will receive: 

 Runner Up trophy 

 20 medals 

2nd Runner-Up will receive: 

 2nd Runner Up Trophy 

 20 medals 

Date and Venue of Tournament 
8. The date for the tournament shall be on :- 

a. 14th – 16th January 2011 (Friday to Sunday) 

9. The venue of the tournament shall be at Miri City Council Padang. 
Registration
10. Entry forms and fees must be received latest by 16.00hrs on 2nd January 2011. All entries must be accompanied by the entrance fees as indicated below. The organizer reserves the right to reject entries not accompanied by the entrance fees. 

11. The entrance fees shall be RM500 per team plus a refundable deposit of RM200.00, the deposit shall be for disciplinary purpose and the organizer reserve the right to penalize any amount as it deemed necessary to maintain discipline throughout the tournament 

Eligibility 
12. Eligibility – Open to residents of the Region. 

Players, Umpires and Scorers 
13. Each team may register maximum 17 players and 3 Officials. 

Each man’s team is required to submit name of 1 qualified plate umpire who is not a playing member of the team in their entry form for officiating games in the tournament. He must be available to umpire other match even when his team is playing. The umpire is to report himself to the organizer 15 minutes before each game is scheduled to start. In the event any team failed to provide umpire as scheduled, the organizer reserves the right to penalize and deduct from the respective team deposit the amount it deemed necessary. Note: He can be one of the 17 players, but he must give first priority to his umpiring duty. 

14. Each team is also require to provide Base Umpires for the tournament, however, the organizer shall schedule their base umpiring at the time of their convenience. 
Tournament Play & Format 
15. The tournament will be divided into 2 stages. Preliminary stage of the tournament will be the Round Robin and the Second stage will be the Knock-Out stage. 

a. Less than 6 teams participating 

i. Straight round robin system. 

ii. Top 2 teams shall play a Final match. 

b. 6 or more teams participating 

i. Teams shall be divided into two to four groups on round robin system. 

ii. Top 2 teams from each group shall qualify for knock out stage, follow by 3rd placing match and Final match. 

16. Home or Away team shall be determined by toss of coin. Home team (Batting last)- at 3rd Base Dugout, Away Team (Batting 1st) - at 1st Base Dugout. 

17. Matches shall be played over 7 innings or 2 hours, whichever comes first. 

18. ISF Tie Break rule applies for all matches. 

19. In the event that time expires before completion of an inning, then the inning being played shall be played to completion. Exception : The team last at bat is already leading, therefore completion of the inning is not require. In this case, the result of the uncompleted innings shall be taken as the final result of the game. 

20. New inning will not be started if there is less than 5 minutes of time remaining. 
21. Three(3) points shall be awarded for a win, One (1) points for a loss and zero (0) point for forfeit for preliminary matches. 

22. Teams shall be ranked based on the number of points obtained, with the team obtaining the highest number of points being declared the top team and so forth. 

 In the event of a tie in points, qualification shall be given to the team with better defense i.e. the Least Total Runs Scored Against. 

 In the event of the same number of runs scored against, qualification shall be given to the team with the higher number of runs rate. 

1. Runs rate = Total Runs Scored – Total Runs Against. 

 In the event of the same number of runs rate, qualification shall be determined by the toss of a coin. 

23. A withdrawal by a team during the competition will result in all games (played or yet to be played) involving the said team shall be declared null and void. No results shall be given to matches involving the said team. 

24. Team unable to field the players requirement as specified shall forfeit the game and a walkover given to their opponent with a winning score of ( 7 – 0 ). A grace period of five (5) minutes from the scheduled time shall be given for teams to meet the players requirement to start a game. No further allowance shall be given. If both teams fail to meet the requirements as specified, then both teams shall forfeit the game and no score or points registered for both teams. 

25. Run Ahead Rule : Twenty (20) runs after three (3) innings, fifteen (15) runs after four (4) innings or seven(7) runs after five (5) innings. 

26. Any team found guilty of match fixing by the discipline/umpire panel shall be suspended from the competition and all games played or yet to be played involving the said team shall be declared null and void. No results shall be given to matches involving the said team. 
Arbitration 
27. The Umpire Panel appointed by the organizers and whose decision shall be final, will serve to deliberate on any protests lodged by competing teams. A protest during a game must be indicated to the plate umpire and scorer before the next pitch is played and the scorer shall indicate that the match is being played under protest. Protests made cannot be withdrawn. The official written protest then must be submitted within 2 hours after the completion of the said game. Each protest must be accompanied by RM100 (Ringgit Malaysia One Hundred) which is non-refundable regardless of the decision of the panel. 

Clarification of rules during play shall not be considered as official protest. Clarification of rules can only be made by the Team Captains/Manager/Coach. 

28. Any matters not covered herein or in the International Softball Rules 2010-2013 fast pitch rules shall be referred to the organizing committee whose decision shall be final. 

29. The organizing committee (organizers) shall not be responsible or be held liable at all times and hereby indemnified from any and all injuries (including death of) or diseases to, and all loss of or damage to the property of, arising before, during or after participation in this event. 

Cleanliness 
30. All teams are to have their dug-outs clean after each game. Organizer reserve the rights to deduct any amount deemed necessary from the disciplinary deposit for non compliance 

